Hammersmith Quilters Guild Newsletter
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December 2021

December 1, 2021, Meeting: Shopping Spree!
See the Program Committee section below to read about our Holiday Shopping Spree.
We are going to hold off on having the Refreshments and the Free Stuff table for December; we hope
to resume those again soon. So please only bring refreshments and drinks for yourself, if you want them,
and do not bring any items to give away on the Free Table.
Fat Quarter (FQ) Drawing: Bring a fat quarter in the designated color or theme. For each FQ you bring,
your name goes into a drawing. You could win a whole bundle of the fat quarters! The theme for
December is Novelty Prints- you know, all those cute and fun fabrics with animals, vehicles, buildings,
kids’ superheroes, objects like sewing machines, pins, and coat hangers (just saw that one at the Quilted
Crow quilt shop in Bolton!) etc. etc. etc. The sky’s the limit on this category! Remember: a fat quarter of
fabric measures 18”x21”, or 18” by half the width of the fabric as it comes off the bolt, so your fat quarter
may be slightly different in width.
President’s Message
Greetings!
Thank you to all for following the rules with wearing a mask, submitting registration forms for the get-away
through the mail, and signing in two times. We are doing all this as COVID is still a part of our lives. That
doesn’t mean we cannot to get to know each other. The purpose of the activities we do at the December
meeting is to get to know others in the guild, get to know names of fellow guild members, and build
community. I hope you all have fun!
I want to wish you all a very happy Thanksgiving and a wonderful holiday season!
See you all at the Senior Center on December 1st!! Remember to wear your mask!
Always here to listen, talk, discuss, and answer questions.
Stay safe and healthy!!

Martha

(413)250-5449
marthamazeika@gmail.com
Treasurer’s Report: Carmen Arnone
The most recent bank account balance was $14,728.42.
Two requests:
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1) If you are making a payment to the guild, such as for dues or getaway registration, please make a note
on the memo line of your check to indicate what the payment is for. For example, dues ‘21- ‘22 or
Getaway/double ’22. This helps with the guild’s bookkeeping and helps resolve questions when members
are not sure whether or not they have paid for something.
2) Anyone requesting reimbursement for legitimate, authorized expenditures on behalf of the guild, please
submit your receipt in an envelope on which you have printed your name, type of receipt, total amount due
& category.
For example:
Carmen Arnone
USPS receipt
$49.99
Postage Stamps for Treasurer
This helps in tracking our expenses and in determining our budget for the next guild year. And remember:
No Receipt, No Reimbursement!
Membership: Sally Nimblett
Fifty-six members attended our November meeting. Welcome to our newest members, Phyllis Poussard
from Salem and Ruth Clay from Reading; we now have 113 members.
Remember, if you have a change of address, phone number(s) or email, please notify either Sally 617-9702148 or Dottie 781-932-3602. Also, membership cards are available; see Sally.
Program Committee: Gail Dwyer and Dottie Macomber

Holiday Shopping Spree!
Need some gifts for the holidays? Want something unique and handmade? Don’t want to worry about
supply chain issues? Then come to our December meeting armed with cash (small bills would be
appreciated) or checks and shop from your friends in the guild! I’m sure our vendor-members will have
some perfect presents for your friends and family, and it will be a terrific way to get to know guild members
and their work!
If you would like to sell at the meeting, (handmade goods only, like quilted or knitted items, sewn items,
other handmade crafted items, photo calendars from your own photos, etc.), please contact Gail Dwyer at
617-455-5158 to leave a text or voice message, or call her at her home number 617-846-6551 if you have
questions about the sale. Let her know how much space you will need. If we have a lot of vendors, you
may be limited to half of an 8’ rectangular table or half of one of the round tables at the Senior Center. And
if you are planning to sell, please bring your own “cash box” with change, as the guild treasury will not be
involved in this.
There will be no commission due to the guild from sellers, as there is at our Boutique at our quilt shows.
However, it has been suggested that sellers may make a monetary donation to the guild out of their
proceeds if they wish; this is completely voluntary.
**************************************************************************************************************************
Our next Quilting Getaway Weekend is March 17-20, 2022!
As of the date of this newsletter, we have filled 43 of the 48 available spots for the getaway. If all the spots
are not filled by guild members by the end of November, we will open up the getaway to non-member
friends and relatives.
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Remember, your final balance is due by the January guild meeting and may be given to Dottie in
person at the December or January meeting or mailed to Dottie at 9 Fletcher Rd, Woburn, MA 01801.
Make your check out to Hammersmith Quilters Guild or merely HQG.
If you have to cancel before Feb. 1st, you will get your entire payment back; on that date, it is all
nonrefundable unless we can fill your spot, as we have to give the hotel the final number of guests and
rooms by then. (I usually have a waiting list, so it should not be a problem, but I’m notifying everyone just in
case…)
Charity Donations Committee: Gretchen Berkowitch, Sally Nimblett & Louise Nazzaro
The donation committee would like to thank the generosity of the guild members and the board for their
support. The time you spent making pillowcases and quilts is greatly appreciated. Luckily, the Family Dollar
Store in Revere still sells everything for a dollar, so we were able to buy lots of great stuffing items!!
Gifts will be divided between The Home for Little Wanderers and The Department of Children and Families.
When I contacted DCF, Carla's response was "They are a big hit every year...we would love to receive them
again this year", so they are truly appreciated.
A special thanks to Laurie Thies of Mary Rose's Quilts and Treasures in Reading. Every year her family
chooses a charity to which to donate gifts, and their family is helping to support our pillowcase drive this
year.
The Saturday after Thanksgiving we will be stuffing 80 pillowcases, and we have almost as many quilts and
crocheted baby blankets to include with them. We customize pillowcase gifts for the children in the following
age categories: babies, toddlers, juvenile, tweens, and teens. We have beautifully knitted baby sweaters for
some of the infants and toddlers. Some of the gifts kids will be receiving are: gloves, head warmers,
toothbrushes, journals, ear buds, various puzzles and puzzle books, crayons, books, sippy cups, baby
wipes, baby wash, and much more. The teenagers will also be getting flannel pajama bottoms and thermal
tops. The Thies family will supplement with snacks, socks, and various hygiene products.
Thus far, the “elves” who have volunteered their time to stuff the pillowcases are Louise Nazzaro, Sally
Nimblett, Ellen Moore, Jeannie Bartolo, Anne Boris, Lesley Pew, Ellen O'Sullivan, and Margie Berkowitch.
In advance, THANK YOU! And if anyone else would like to help, please contact me (Gretchen) at
gabrncs@yahoo.com to let me know that you are coming. The stuffing will take place at St. Margaret's
Church basement, 431 Lincoln Ave, Saugus at 10 am on Saturday, November 27th.
Let me know if you have boxes we could use. Boxes that are about the size copy paper comes in or a little
bigger would be useful for packing the stuffed pillowcases in for delivery.

*****Please remember your FOOD PANTRY items for the December Meeting***********
We will be collecting for the Saugus Food Pantry. Please bring in nonperishable foods in cans or boxes (no
glass so we don’t have to worry about breakage). Other items that are needed are diapers, formula, baby
wipes, and baby food. All donations are greatly appreciated and will help families at what is often a
challenging time of year for those in need.
Creative Quiltworks Committee: Nancy Sandreuter and Carol Healy
The next project will be due at our January 5th, 2022 meeting. This is a open-ended project with just
a few “rules”. Nancy passed out some packets and instructions at the October and November
)meetings, but here is the description of the project:
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“Color Wise Creation”
You will receive a packet containing 2 crayons. The challenge is to make a small quilt, table topper, wall
hanging or anything else you wish. Maximum size is 36” x 36”.
•
•
•
•
•

You must use fabrics in the colors of both of your crayons.
These two colors must be the featured colors in your creation.
You may also add black and/or white fabrics if you choose.
Bring your entry to the January 2022 meeting.
Have fun!
If you didn’t make it to the October or November meeting but still want to participate,
contact Nancy and she will send an email with random color selections for you to use or will
mail you two actual crayons. nananancysews@comcast.net or call 781-710-9614
Block of the Month (BOM): Kathy Connors and Lucille McCarthy

Congratulations to Mary Ann Andree, the winner of the November blocks, “Confetti.” She won 13 blocks.
The block for December is “Poinsettia Star.” Directions are on the Newsletter page of the website.
Quilts of Valor: Merle Gordon
Merle is still accepting blocks, quilt tops, and quilts to be donated to Quilts of Valor. You can mail them to
Merle at 15 Pleasant Ave., Saugus, MA 01906 or you can call Merle to let her know that you have blocks or
a quilt top or a completed quilt you’d like to drop off. Her number is 781-233-6125. If you have any
questions, ask Merle.
As Merle explained at the November meeting, there is a new way to become involved with Quilts of
Valor, the foundation that presents quilts to military veterans as symbols of thanks and caring. The QOV
coordinator Darlene Coit also needs people who are willing to just cut fabric into kits to make individual
blocks. If you’d like to be involved in QOV but don’t want to sew, you may make these block kits for
Darlene’s group of sewing volunteers, who meets regularly in Leominster; you can let Merle know that you
would like to participate this way. Darlene provides the fabric, the cutting instructions, and baggies to put
the pieces in, as well as sewing instructions for the people who get the kits to sew. Merle will get the
materials from Darlene and distribute them to anyone who wants to work on these kits; you can get the
materials from her at a guild meeting or, if there is interest, Merle may hold a cutting bee at her house.
Darlene also needs pillowcases made in patriotic fabrics and colors. Each quilt is presented to a veteran in
a pillowcase. You can use the pattern that we use for our winter donation pillowcases; the pattern is on the
website under Member Information.
Secretary Report and Sunshine & Shadow: Dottie Macomber
Printed reports containing the full minutes of all previous meetings for the current guild year, both general
membership and executive board, are available for your perusal at monthly guild meetings (or by email on
request).
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Member Photos
Here is just a small sample of the great quilts that were presented at November’s Show & Tell!!
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Member News & Miscellaneous: Dottie Macomber
I want to thank the members of the 2019 Getaway crowd for donating to the VISA gift card that was
presented to me at the November meeting. It was totally unexpected and quite unnecessary but very much
appreciated. Now I will be able to keep Daisy supplied with treats and chew toys for quite a while!

(Daisy says Thank You, too!)
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**************************************************************************************************************************
The Word of the Month (WOM): Just for reading the newsletter, you can be in a drawing to win a little
prize! At our next meeting, write the WOM and your name on a slip of paper (I will have these) to enter the
drawing. The WOM for December is Rotary Cutter.
Congratulations to the following members who won prizes for reading the November newsletter: Linda
Anthony, Judy Massakowski, and Maureen Ward.
*************************************************************************************************************************
You may continue to send me photos of any of your projects- quilts, BOM, Creative QuiltWorks projects,
etc.- and I’ll be happy to put them on the Gallery page of the website or in this newsletter as space permits.
You may also post your photos directly on our Facebook page!
If you haven’t joined our Facebook page yet, find the Hammersmith Quilters Guild page and click on the link
to “Join Group;” Martha is the administrator of our Facebook page and she will let you in the next time she is
on Facebook. The page is private to guild members only.
*************************************************************************************************************************
As always, if anyone submits quilts to shows, fairs, or other contests, or if you have any other quilty
accomplishments to report, please send the information (with photos if possible) to me, Dottie Macomber, at
mcandmac@comcast.net or 9 Fletcher Rd, Woburn, MA 01801.
**************************************************************************************************************************
Shop the Block Festivities
Laurie Thies of Mary Rose’s Quilts and Treasures in Reading has submitted the following ad and
information. Her shop is taking part in Reading’s “Shop the Block” event. Note that her specials are for that
Thursday and Friday.

Laurie says, “Mary Rose’s Quilts & Treasures is working hard at making this year a great “Shop the Block”
with warm and cozy custom fabric items for sale like quilts, table toppers, placemats, bags and lots of other
gift items.
As in years past, Mary Rose’s Quilts & Treasures will also be doing a Raffle Basket; all those proceeds will
go to the local Reading Food Pantry. So please stop by and take a chance.
Our specials are Dec.2nd thru Dec. 3rd – 15% off all fabrics.”
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