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www.hqgsaugus.org                                                          December 2017    
***For This Meeting*** 

December 6, 2017  
 
Program:  Annual Potluck Supper and Yankee Swap 
 
Show 'n' Tell: Yes!! 
 
Fat Quarter: Blue 
 
Refreshments:  Everyone!  Bring your potluck appetizers, salads, main dishes, and desserts!  If you 
did not get a chance to sign up at the November meeting, please contact Barbara Martinson to see 
what else is needed and to sign up.   
 
Creative Quiltworks: If you made a potholder project, be sure to bring it to this meeting.  See below. 
 
Charity Donations: Bring non-perishable food for our annual donation to the food pantry. 
 

President’s Message: Martha Mazeika 

 
Greetings from your president! 
 
The Executive Board met on November 8th and had a good meeting. We discussed how the first few 
meetings went, the speakers, the budget, and the programs coming up after the holidays. A few points 
for all of you to know about: 
 

• Membership dues – Any member who has not paid their 2017/2018 dues has regretfully had 
his/her name removed from the membership list. If he/she attends a meeting, they will pay the 
guest fee applicable to that meeting or can rejoin the guild by paying the dues. 
 

• Meeting schedule for all regular meetings: 
6:30pm       Hall opens 
7:00pm-7:30pm    Business meeting and Raffles 
7:45pm-8:45pm    Speaker/Show & Tell 
8:45                      Good byes and Clean up.   
 
                             Please clean your tables, throw away trash, and pick up your dessert trays at          
the end of the meeting. 

 
The December meeting will be filled with holiday cheer. We have our annual potluck dinner, a Yankee 
swap, and Show & Tell. I hope you all will have projects to share with the guild.  
 
I am very thankful to be a part of the Hammersmith Quilters Guild. We have had a great start to the year 
and I’m looking forward to things to come. I wish you all and your families a very happy Thanksgiving!  
 

 

http://www.hqgsaugus.org/
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Always here to listen, talk, discuss, and answer questions. 
 
See you all on December 6th!! 
 

Martha  
(413)250-5449 
marthamazeika@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Carmen Arnone 

 
As of November 1, we had $14,450.82 in our treasury. 
 
Just a reminder: if you make purchases on behalf of the guild, please submit your receipt(s) to me at 
guild meetings.  If possible, I will write a check and reimburse you then and there.  If not, I will mail the 
check to you ASAP.  Bottom line: no receipt, no reimbursement! 
 
I will be away during and shortly after the December meeting.  Submit any receipts for reimbursement 
to Gail Dwyer, and I will send reimbursement checks out after December 10th. 
 

Membership: Sally Nimblett 

  
Eighty people signed in at the November meeting, which included two new members who paid and two 
more potential members who will be sending in their dues.  As of the November meeting, we are up to 
97 paid members.  Please be sure to sign in each month as you come in.  We like to keep attendance 
records for the following reasons:  it helps us to know which programs/months are the most popular; 
and it give us an idea of how many handouts to prepare for meetings. 
 
The membership list was mailed to all guild members whose membership was in good standing as of 
November 15th.  A printed copy of the membership list was sent out along with this newsletter to those 
members who do not have access to email. 
 

Refreshment Committee: Barbara Martinson & Kathy Connors 

 
We can’t wait to see what delicious dishes you bring in for our potluck!  If your dish requires a serving 
piece of some kind (serving spoon or fork or a cake or pie server), please remember to bring it.  Put 
your name on your dish, plate or serving utensil. 
 
Just a reminder: if you’d like to share your recipe, bring a copy to give to Dottie, who will post some new 
recipes on our website!   
 

Program Committee: Julie Legere & Dottie Macomber 

 
We will be having a Yankee gift swap at the December meeting.  This will not be limited to fabric (but 
can be fabric if you wish).  Instead, we are asking you to bring any quilty or sewing-related gift with a 
value between $10 and $20.  Wrap your gift and bring it to the meeting.   
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Dottie has joined the Program Committee to help Julie out.  She will be taking over the planning and 
organizing of the March getaway.  If you have any questions about the getaway, please address them 
to Dottie.  Some good news: Dottie has spoken to the Ramada Inn and Conference Center in Saco, 
Maine, and the room rates for the weekend as well as the catering rates for our Friday and Saturday 
evening meals have all remained the same as last year!   
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Double occupancy 2 nights = $140 per person    Single occupancy 2 nights = $200 per person 
 
Double occupancy 3 nights = $170 per person    Single occupancy 3 nights = $270 per person 
 
By the December meeting, Dottie will have a spreadsheet of everyone’s getaway information, including 
the balance you owe for the weekend.  If you would like to pay your balance at the December meeting, 
you will be able to do so.  Your final balance will be due at the January guild meeting. 
 
Mini refrigerators will be available on a first-come, first served basis.  Some rooms come with them and 
some rooms do not.  If you absolutely must have a fridge in your room, such as for medication that 
needs to be refrigerated, please let Dottie know.  (Wine is not medication!!  LOL There will be a large 
fridge in the conference center sewing room that we can use for that.)  Otherwise, if your room does not 
come with a fridge, there will be a separate charge (I think I paid $10 per night, says Dottie) that you will 
settle with the hotel yourself when you check out. 
 
More information about the getaway schedule and quilt shops in the area will be forthcoming in the next 
couple months. Dottie will also send a list of some of the restaurants in the area for those who are going 
up on Thursday night and for those who want to go out for lunch on Friday and Saturday, as lunches 
are not included in our package.  Stay tuned!  
 
********************************************************************************************************************* 
 
As mentioned at the November meeting, Dottie has very large ziplock bags, courtesy of Pat Burwell 
(thanks, Pat!) that can be used for your auction items for our January auction.  If you would like to use 
one of these instead of a brown paper bag in which to submit your items, you won’t need to include a 
list of contents on the outside of your bag.  Just see Dottie in December to get one of these bags.  
 

Charity Donations Committee: Gretchen Berkowitch, Sally Nimblett & Louise Nazzaro 

 
1.  Thank you to everyone who made holiday pillowcases and brought in items for stuffing them. 

 
2.  Please remember to bring non-perishable food items to the December meeting.  These will be 

donated to a local food pantry. 
 

3. Holly and I are back from the Houston Quilt Festival (lucky ducks, says Dottie!).  Besides having 
a great time, we picked up some different ideas for charity events/activities and will present 
those at the meeting. 

 

Creative Quiltworks Committee: Kristin Callahan, Ellen Moore & Lynda Garniss 
 

Please bring in your North Star potholder project and place it on our table for the vote during the 
meeting’s break. You will be given a number for your entry and a raffle ticket. 
 
Everyone is eligible to vote, but only entrants will be eligible for ribbons or the raffle prize.  
There will be ribbons for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place, and one winner will be chosen randomly from all entrants 
to receive a prize! 
 
Please pick up directions for the next project from Ellen, Lynda or Kristin.  The directions for the North 
Star potholder, as well as the directions for November’s hexies and October’s yo-yos, are also available 
on the guild website under the Newsletter tab. 
 
Last month the following members won for their hexie creations: Judy Massakowski took 1st place for 
her hexie bag, Margarita Blyumkina took 2nd place with her hexagon turkey, and Maureen Maher took 
3rd place for her floral wallhanging. 
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2018 Quilt Show Committee: Martha Mazeika & Linda Reppucci 

 
Quilt Show 2018! 
 
Mark your calendars: The 2018 Quilt Show will be October 19-21, 2018 at the Saugus Senior Center.  
 
The survey data has been calculated and the guild chose the rainbow color scheme for the raffle quilt. 
Linda and Martha will have directions and color swatches to create the blocks needed for the quilt at the 
December meeting. They will also post the Quilt Show committees at the meeting.  
 

Secretary Report: Dottie Macomber 

 
Printed reports containing the full minutes of all previous meetings for the current guild year, both 
general membership and executive board, will be available for your perusal at monthly guild meetings; 
see me if you would like to review these reports. 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
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As the Secretary, I am also in charge of the Sunshine and Shadow “committee”.  If you know of any 
member who has suffered a serious illness or accident or has had a death in the family, please let me 
know so I can send them a card on behalf of the guild: 781-932-3602 or mcandmac@comcast.net  
 
As to the “Sunshine” part of my job, if you have some good news that you would like to share with the 
guild, let me know that, too, so I can put it in the newsletter. 

 

Member News: Dottie Macomber 

 
When I included photos of guild member quilts that were entered in this year’s Topsfield Fair, I didn’t 
realize that Mary Conlin was our Molly Conlin and so did not include her quilts.  So…here they are: 
 
 

          
 
Molly’s astronaut quilt; trapunto work was done to give this panel a 3-D look. 

mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net
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This quilt depicting the Nahant lifesaving station was made by Molly, guild member Maureen Ward, and 
others in a group to which they belong; it was quilted by Molly. 
 
And member Caroline O’Brien came up to me at the November guild meeting, wearing this knitted 
open-lace poncho with crocheted trim, which won a 2nd place ribbon at the fair.  As Caroline said, “A 
needle is a needle, whether it’s a single quilting needle or two knitting needles,” so here is Caroline’s 
prize-winning entry!  (Caroline, I apologize for my out-of-focus image.  I should have taken more than 
one picture- lesson learned!) 
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********************************************************************************************************************* 

 
If anyone submits quilts to shows or fairs, or if you have any other quilty accomplishments to report, 
please send the news (with photos if possible) to me, Dottie Macomber, at mcandmac@comcast.net or 
9 Fletcher Rd, Woburn, MA 01801.  Let us celebrate your quilty news with you! 
 

 

News Around the Guilds and at the New England Quilt Museum 

 
The New England Quilt Museum is now on its winter schedule and is open Wednesday through 
Saturday, 10-4 each day.  Remember, you can park on Saturdays for free in the lot behind the 
museum; access this lot from Middle Street.   
 
Also: did you know that if you are a member of the museum, you can borrow books from the museum’s 
library for free??  You can search in the online catalog at the museum’s website or send the library an 
email to request a specific book or help finding books on a given topic.  You don’t even need to visit the 
museum in person!  The books can be mailed to you at the cheapest postal rate, Library Rate.  You can 
keep them for a month and then ship them back Library Rate, just including a check to cover the 
postage to you.  If you need them longer than a month, just call the museum’s library and ask for them 
to be renewed; if there is no one else waiting for that book, it will be renewed for another month.  This is 
another great benefit of museum membership.  Consider giving a museum membership to someone as 
a gift! 
 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
        Dottie Macomber, Secretary 

mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net

