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www.hqgsaugus.org                                                          September 2020 
 

 
Until the Governor’s restrictions on indoor gatherings are relaxed and the Senior Center opens, 
we will not be able to meet in person.  Until you hear otherwise, assume that in-person monthly 
meetings are canceled. 
 
However, read the news from the August 17th Executive Board meeting below… 
 

President’s Message 

 
Greetings! 
 
Welcome to the new HQG year! I believe this year will be different in how we interact with each other. I 
am committed to creating different ways to stay connected as a group. This might mean things to be 
done over the phone, sharing information on the HQG website, using a virtual platform to meet, using the 
newsletter to relay information, etc. More information can be found later in the newsletter. We are also 
open to members submitting ideas and shared information. No matter how we communicate and “meet”, 
it will be a fun and interesting year!   
 
Always here to listen, talk, discuss, and answer questions. 
Stay safe and healthy!! 

Martha  
(413)250-5449 
marthamazeika@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.hqgsaugus.org/
mailto:marthamazeika@gmail.com
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Executive Board Virtual Meeting, August 17, 2020 

 
Five members of the executive board met on the evening of August 17th at 7:00 p.m. via Google Meet.  
Obviously, the biggest topic was: What do we do as a guild now that we can’t meet in person?   We’d like 
to try a virtual meeting on the first Wednesday of each month, starting September 2nd, at 7:00 p.m.  
Martha will be administering this through Google Meet, an online platform for networking.  A week before 
the meeting, we will send you an email with the link to the meeting.  If you are interested in trying this, at 
7:00 p.m. (or a few minutes before 7:00) on September 2nd, you will click the link, follow the on-screen 
instructions, and you should be connected!  For this first meeting, Martha will give a brief business 
update, and then each of the six board members will do a very brief show ‘n’ tell.  If this works well, we 
will ask for a number of volunteers (number TBD) to do a show ‘n’ tell each month.  We might also like to 
have members do other presentations, such as a short demo of a tool or technique, also via Google 
Meet.  We’ll see what the response is and how well it works and evaluate from there. 
 
As another way to stay connected, for those of you who use Facebook, Martha is planning to start a 
private Facebook group for our guild.  This would be another way we can share comments, questions, 
and ideas.  She will create this group and will then send out online invitations to everyone in our guild 
who is on Facebook.  Once you accept the invitation, you will be able to see what other members have 
posted and will be able to post comments and even photos of your own.  This will be a private group, 
meaning that other people on Facebook will not be able to see posts or make comments in our group.  
More to come on this later… 
 
The board also wants members to give us ideas on how we all can stay connected.  We will always have 
the newsletter, website, Creative QuiltWorks and, now, a Block of the Month, but what else can we do 
until we can meet in person?  Please send your ideas to any member of the board: Martha Mazeika, 
Linda Reppucci, Carmen Arnone, Sally Nimblett, Gail Dwyer or Dottie Macomber.  If the virtual meeting 
works, what else would you like to see done during our monthly meeting time?  Keeping in mind that a 
very small number of us (4) do not have internet capability, and some other members may have a basic 
knowledge of the internet but are not entirely comfortable with complicated technology, does anyone 
have any low-tech ideas to keep us connected and engaged? 
 
We discussed the budget; all committees and areas stayed within their budgets for the 2019-2020 guild 
year, some of them (hall rental, program) because we had no meetings.  We discussed other ways we 
can keep folks connected and have fun and spend some of our money that would otherwise go to the 
rental of the senior center, the paper goods for the refreshment committee, speakers, etc.  If we can find 
speakers that can do an online presentation, that might be a possibility for a future meeting. 
 
We also discussed what will happen regarding voting for new officers if we can’t meet by May.  Voting 
might be difficult, so would the current board remain on for another year?  This issue was tabled for now.  
Again, if any of you have any ideas about this, please let us know. 
 
In reviewing the bank statements, Carmen found that the Yahoo website fee had increased from $14.99 
to $23.99 per month; Dottie checked, and Yahoo never notified us of that change.  When Dottie 
contacted Customer Service, she asked if there were a cheaper plan that would allow us to retain our 
current website.  There is one for $9.99 per month but paid a year in advance instead of month-by-month 
as we are doing now.  Dottie and Carmen decided that no one would object to the guild saving $14.00 
per month (!) so Dottie switched us to the cheaper annual plan. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
P.S.  As a result of a member inquiry the day after the meeting, the board had an email discussion about 
paying dues: do we collect them now, do we not collect them, etc.  Please the board’s decision in Sally 
Nimblett’s Membership section below. 
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Treasurer’s Report: Carmen Arnone 

 
After depositing dues checks that I received from Sally, the bank balance as of August 16th is 
$14,464.46. 
 

Membership: Sally Nimblett 
 

If you have a change of contact information (address, phone, email), please be sure to let me know so 
we can keep our membership list up to date in order keep you informed!   
 
Because we are not yet having in-person meetings, the board has decided that payment of dues 
is suspended for now.  If you have already paid dues for the 2020-2021 guild year, Carmen and I have 
your payment recorded; once we start meeting again and collecting dues again, those who have already 
paid will be all set.  

 

I would like to thank everyone who has paid their dues; as of August 17th, 45 members have paid.  You 
can still send me dues any time if you choose (regular dues $30, or $25 for age 70 and over) or you may 
wait until we are again meeting in person.  If you do wish to pay now, please make your check out to 
HQG or Hammersmith Quilters Guild and mail them to me at 22 Pleasant Park Rd, Winthrop, MA 02152  
I know it is hard to know what we are going to do due to the virus, but we want everyone to stay safe and 
healthy.   Please stay safe! 
 

Refreshment Committee: Barbara Martinson & Kathy Connors 

 
Practice a new recipe for a dessert or an appetizer so that you’ll have a brand-new treat ready to go 
when we are able to meet again in person! 
 

Program Committee:  Gail Dwyer and Dottie Macomber  

 
From Dottie:  I have no idea at this point about whether or not we will be able to hold a getaway weekend 
in March 2021.  It will depend, of course, on restrictions (if any) that the state of Maine has at that point 
on travel from out-of-state and on indoor gatherings.  It will also depend on the level of interest and 
whether or not we will have 48 people who are interested in going given conditions at that time.  If we are 
able to hold a getaway weekend, signups will most likely be later than usual and will require attendees to 
pay the entire cost in one payment (instead of a deposit several months before followed by final payment 
a month or so before).  I really have no idea what will happen with this, so stay tuned… 
 
From Gail: The speaker I had booked for October has been canceled due to the uncertainty around in-
person meetings at this point.  We have several other speakers booked and will have to play everything 
by ear. 
 

Charity Donations Committee: Gretchen Berkowitch, Sally Nimblett & Louise Nazzaro 

 
From Gretchen: I would like to start collecting baby quilts and holiday pillowcases for DCF (Department 
of Children and Families).  If people want to donate lap size quilts, that is also fine. They are not sure 
how they are collecting donations this year, but I would like to be prepared to donate.  I have been told 
the need is great.  Starting September 1st, I will have boxes on my front porch.  My address is 2 Janus 
Lane in Salem.   
 
Please do not give them to my mother to give to me.  They should be delivered directly to my house. 
Thank you! 
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 Creative Quiltworks Committee: Kristin Callahan & Ellen Moore 

 
The project for September is a cute Mug Rug made from Kristin’s own pattern!  See the Newsletter page 
on the guild website for the pattern.  We won’t be doing the usual voting for these but if you would like to 
send a photo of your complete project to Dottie at mcandmac@comcast.net , she will include it in the 
next newsletter.  (Please send her your photo by September 15th at the latest for inclusion in the October 
newsletter.) 
 
If you made an English paper-pieced fussy cut medallion item for the project that was assigned many 
months ago (!), send in a photo of that as well!  We’d like to see what you’ve made. 
 

NEW!  Block of the Month (BOM): Kathy Connors 

 
In the spirit of keeping our group “together” as much as possible and united by common activities, Kathy 
Connors has generously offered to host a Block of the Month!  This will be welcome news to those of you 
who, for the past several member surveys, have been asking for a Block of the Month program. 
 
The directions for the first block this year, a Strippy Pumpkin block, will be on the website on the 
Newsletter page and will be mailed along with this newsletter to those members who do not have email.  
Kathy is asking that you mail your block (or blocks if you are feeling especially ambitious) to her at the 
address on the instruction sheet.  She needs to receive them no later than October 1st.  For each block 
you submit, you will receive one entry.  After October 1st, she will conduct a drawing, and she will mail 
the blocks to the lucky winner.  If we have enough participation, the winner could get enough blocks to 
make a whole quilt- or, at least, several table runners!  Maybe if she gets a HUGE number of blocks, she 
can draw more than one winner!  So, pull out your orange scraps, think FALL, and start stripping! 
 
Thank you, Kathy, for offering to coordinate this program. 

 

Quilts of Valor: Merle Gordon 

 
Recently, Merle met with Quilts of Valor coordinator Darlene Coit to give her the blocks and pillowcases 
that everyone dropped off at Merle’s house.  As usual, Darlene was grateful for the generosity shown by 
our guild.  Darlene reports that she now has plenty of pillowcases for the time being and is asking if 
members wishing to make something for the QOV program would donate just 12 ½” quilt blocks.  She 
has a QOV Quilt Squad that is just chomping at the bit for some blocks to make into tops and quilts!  
Beginning after Labor Day, Merle will again have a basket on her porch where you can deposit blocks.  
Of course, if you want to make a whole top or quilt that would be most welcome too!  Just be sure to 
check the Quilts of Valor Foundation’s website at www.qovf.org to see the size parameters and 
suggested fabrics.   
 
Merle’s house is at 15 Pleasant Ave. off Essex St. in Saugus. 
 

2020 Quilt Show Postponed: Dottie Macomber & Holly Petersen, co-chairs 

 
If you distributed any of the orange bookmarks advertising our show, please be sure to go back to your 
local quilt shop, hair salon, church, market, etc. and ask them to throw those bookmarks out (or recycle 
them, or use them as memo paper).  We do not want people to show up at the Senior Center in October 
expecting to see our quilt show!   
 

 Secretary Report: Dottie Macomber 

 
Printed reports containing the full minutes of all previous meetings for the current guild year, both general 
membership and executive board, are available for your perusal at monthly guild meetings (or by email 
on request until we can meet again in person).  
 

mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net
http://www.qovf.org/
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********************************************************************************************************************** 
As the Secretary, I am in charge of the Sunshine and Shadow “committee”.  If you know of any member 
who has suffered a serious illness or accident, has had a death in the family, or needs cheering up for 
any other reason, please let me know so I can send them a card on behalf of the guild: 781-932-3602 or 
mcandmac@comcast.net  
 
Since our last newsletter in June, we have sent our condolences to the following members: Kathy 
Connors on the passing of her husband and Maureen Maher on the passing of her husband.  Our 
thoughts are with Kathy and Maureen. 
 

Member Photos 

 
 
Mary Ann Andree sent this photo of some projects that have 
been keeping her busy.  She says: “These are Midi bags from 
Quiltsmart. I made one for me and the others as a 50th 
birthday gift for my niece and her two daughters who both 
graduated this spring, one from college, the other from high 
school. 
I also made small cosmetic bags. I am learning.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Ann also sent this photo: “The Tlingit Salmon was 
made for my husband to commemorate our 40th wedding 
anniversary in June. We were supposed to be in Alaska. The 
Tligits are Native Americans who live in Alaska and British 
Columbia. They are also known as the Salmon People.  My 
husband is an avid fly fisherman and was hoping to catch an 
Alaskan Salmon… Maybe another time…” 
 
 
 
 

                                  

          

 
Linda Anthony sent in this photo of a quilt that sounds like it 
was quite a challenging project: “I have been working on 
this forever. Just the binding to go.  Has not been fun!  It is 
made from a white and blue wedding gown. I added the 
dark blue for contrast.  It is queen size and heavy.  I will 
never again make a quilt with satin. To make matters worse 
it is covered with beads as is my house.  I hated working on 
the top but enjoyed the quilting.  Now that it has reached 
this stage, I love it.” 
 

 
 
 

mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net
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Margarita Blyumkina made this quilt for a veteran in response to a call for quilts from Molly Conlin for the 
veterans living in Habitat PLUS in Lynn, a home for veterans.  Molly had requested quilts for these 
veterans by November so they could be given to the veterans before Christmas.  Margarita’s quilt is 
appropriate, with patriotic colors on one side and Christmas fabrics on the other. 
 
Molly reports, “The generous response from the guild has been heartwarming. With the offers from the 
wonderful members of our guild, we will have enough quilts to present one to each of the veterans for 
Christmas!” 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Lesley Pew has been busy finishing up a number of quilts.  Here are six of hers that only need the 
bindings finished (two others are too large for her to get a good photo of them in her home!).  From left to 
right: Ninjas, Licorice Allsorts, Kaffe Fassett 1, Kaffe Fassett 2, Cats, and Penny Candy. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Sally Nimblett made a graduation quilt for her granddaughter, Gabbi, who has been involved with 
gymnastics for many years.  The quilt features some of her t-shirts and body suits from various teams 
and competitions.  Gabbi will be attending Penn State in the fall (note the backing fabric!).  Sally even 
made a body pillow to match the quilt!  See additional photos on our website.  Looks like Gabbi loves her 
quilt! 
 

     
 

Member News & Miscellaneous: Dottie Macomber 

 
Janet Dalis’s “Splendid Sampler” quilt won Viewer’s Choice in Keepsake Quilting’s “Stashtastic Quilt 
Competition”!  They received entries from around the world, and 10 finalists were selected for online voting.  
Janet won a $500 gift certificate to Keepsake Quilting- that should keep her going for a while! 
 



September 2020                                                                                                             page 8 

                                                  

********************************************************************************************************************** 
Janet also sent in a review of a new product that showed up on her Facebook feed: Applipops, a set of  
tools to help you make consistently formed turned-edge fabric circles for applique.  This is what she had 
to say: 
 

For anyone who has seen Applipops  https://www.applipops.com/  showing up in their Facebook News feed, I 

ordered them on a whim and will say they work exactly as their video shows. So much easier than any method I 

have tried to date. Use the code Love2Quilt and save an additional 10%.  

 

From Dottie: I have also seen them for sale on The Quilt Show (Alex Anderson and Ricky Tims); here’s 
what their ad for Applipops says: “APPLIPOPS are a foolproof and fun way to make turned-edge appliqué 
circles with no gluing, no basting, no tracing, no templates, no measuring, and no ‘getting it wrong’ ”. 

 

                                      
 

From Janet: I made these three circles in less than 20 minutes, start to finish.  

 

                            
 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 

https://www.applipops.com/
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Nita Penfold’s two suffrage quilts (see the website and the April 2020 newsletter) will be going to the 
National Quilt Museum in Paducah, Kentucky!!  Nita received this notification from Frank Bennett of the 
museum: “After they [the Suffrage quilts] are taken down at the Dakota County Historical Society on the 
18th they will be packed up and shipped to Paducah for display beginning Sept. 1st thru Oct. 
16th.  While there they will be filmed as part of the "Walk Through Tours" to be presented online for 
people who can't get to the museum.   The virtual tour will be online during part of the exhibit timeline.” 
 
Nita also has a quilt in the Brush Art Gallery in Lowell as part of their “Here and There: Favorite Places” 
exhibit through September 12th.  Nita’s piece in that exhibit is called “Home” and features embroidery and 
antique linens.  You can see the whole exhibit online at the gallery’s website. 
 

               Congratulations, Nita! 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
I am renaming the “Secret Word” to the “Word of the Month”, or WOM.  If you have read this far into the 
newsletter, you have the chance to win a little prize!  Email me at mcandmac@comcast.net (those of you 
without email can call me at 781-932-3602) and tell me the WOM and you will be entered into a drawing 
for a prize.  (The prizes will be small so I can mail them to you easily until we are able to meet again in 
person.)   I will now be choosing three winners each month! 
 
The WOM for this month is applique.  Submit your answer to me by September 10th. 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
If you have made or are making the mystery quilt that Kristin Callahan was coordinating for our 
cancelled 2020 getaway, please be sure to include information on your label about the designer, who is 
Kristin Roylance of CuteQuiltPatterns.com.  She has given us permission to use her pattern, called 
“Swirlygig” and would appreciate credit for it, especially if you are going to display it in our show or 
another show. 
 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
As always, if anyone submits quilts to shows or fairs, or if you have any other quilty accomplishments to 
report, please send the information (with photos if possible) to me, Dottie Macomber, at 
mcandmac@comcast.net or 9 Fletcher Rd, Woburn, MA 01801.   
 
You may continue to send me photos of your projects; I’ll be happy to put them on the Photo Album page 
of the website and in this newsletter as space permits. 
 
 

mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net
mailto:mcandmac@comcast.net
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********************************************************************************************************************** 
For all of you who have made facemasks during this pandemic, I leave you with this: 
 

                                     
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

        Dottie Macomber, Secretary 


